Diagnostic procedures leading to successful separation of xipho-omphalopagus twins.
Xipho-omphalopagus twins with a pericardial bridge, extended liver tissue union and considerable intestinal herniation from one abdominal cavity to the other were separated successfully at the age of three months. Special diagnostic procedures including cardiac and abdominal sonography, catheterism of the umbilical vein with portal angiography, radionucleotide liver and bile duct imaging and separate oral glucose tolerance tests provided important information for perioperative and surgical patient management. Relevant items for determination of the favourable data and method of surgery are discussed.